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FMCSA

ƷThe Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration was created by statute in 
1999 and charged with promulgating new 
hours of service

ƷBefore 1999 the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHA) was responsible
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Types of Motor Carriers

ƷA motor carrier is defined as ñafor-hire motor
carrier or private motor carrier. The term
includes, but is not limited to a motor carrierôs
agent, officer, or representative; an employee
responsible for hiring, supervising, training,
assigning, or dispatching a driver; or an employee
concerned with the installation, inspection, and
maintenance of motor vehicle equipment and/or
accessories.ò

49 CFR 387.5



Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.                          

Unglesby & Marionneaux                        

December 13, 2006

Three Types of Carriers

ƷCommon Carriers

ƷContract Carriers

ƷPrivate Carriers
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Common Carriers

ƷThose that hold themselves out to provide
transportation of persons or property for the
general public.

49 USC § 10102
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Contract Carriers

ƷThose that provide transportation of
persons or property in accordance with
ongoing agreements.

49 USC § 10102 (15)
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Private Carriers

ƷThose that are neither common nor contract
carriers, and that transport property by motor
vehicle in interstate commerce, are the owner,
lessee, or bailee of the property and transport the
property for sale, lease, rent, or bailment, or to
further commercial enterprise.

49 USC § 10102


